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CONVERGENCE SUMMIT 2019 OVERVIEW 
DATE: Thursday, March 28, 2019 

LOCATION: McNamara Alumni Center at the University of Minnesota 

CONVERGENCE Summit, now in its 4th year, is a day-long professional development 
and networking event designed for business communicators in leadership positions to 
help them advance their thinking and their careers. 

CONVERGENCE Summit will address their top concerns such as the following: 

• Keeping up with the rapid pace of change in the field 
• Ensuring communications professionals are aligned with planning and strategy efforts 

within organizations 
• Effectively and creatively approaching their work with limited resources 

This year’s event also features advocacy and action with opportunities to engage throughout 
the day. 

CONVERGENCE Summit is co-sponsored by IABC Minnesota and the Minnesota Journalism 
Center, Hubbard School of Journalism and Mass Communication at the University of 
Minnesota. This unique partnership allows us to bring together experts from both the business 
and academic realms to explore cutting-edge theories alongside real-world case studies.  
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Highlights of CONVERGENCE Summit 2018 
• 109 attendees, including members, nonmembers, speakers and volunteers 

 
• 71% of attendees have been in the communications profession for 11 or more years. 

 
• 46% of attendees work in a corporation; 23% come from an educational institution; 17% 

are agency-based or consultants; 6% work in not-for-profits; and 8% work for other 
types of organizations (i.e., government). 

 
What 2018 Summit attendees valued most about the event: 

• Great mix of speakers talking about topics that are relevant to my work 
environment at the moment. The planning team should be proud – definitely a 
high-level professional development opportunity that shouldn't be missed! 
 

• The ability to learn about other attendees and better understand the issues that 
dominate the communication landscape not just now but upcoming. 
 

• High quality of speakers and information presented, catching up with old friends. 
 

• I liked that there were many different speakers, all with short presentation times, so that 
many topics could be covered throughout the day. 
 

• I learned about new technology I wasn’t aware of and data I hadn’t previously paid 
much attention to. Also, it was fun to see fellow communicators I hadn’t connected with 
for some time.  
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
PLATINUM SPONSOR - Opening Keynote Session - $5,000 

SOLD - GOLD SPONSOR - Neuger Networking Reception - $3,500 

SILVER SPONSOR - Lunch Keynote Session - $2,500 

SILVER SPONSOR - Closing Keynote Session - $2,500 

SOLD - BRONZE SPONSOR – Corporate Social Responsibility Panel - $1,500 

BRONZE SPONSOR - Conference Event App - $1,500 

SOLD - BRONZE SPONSOR - Print Materials - In-kind 
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PLATINUM SPONSOR – Opening Keynote Session 
Opening Keynote: Brave New Workshop  
 
For decades, the Twin Cities has enjoyed the audacious, hilarious, and 
thought-provoking original comedy, improv and satire of the Brave New 
Workshop. The Brave New Workshop will kick off CONVERGENCE Summit 
2019 with laughter, learning, thinking and playing to motivate, energize and 
spur us to action. This session will be based on the book “The Innovative 
Mindset: 5 Behaviors for Accelerating Breakthroughs” by BNW’s John 
Sweeney and Elena Imaretska.  
 

 
Sponsor Opportunity:  
$5,000 sponsorship of the opening session  

Sponsor Benefits:  
• Introduce Opening Keynote Session 
• Sponsor to create a blog on the topic of innovation 

to be promoted on summit.iabcmn.com and in 
related social media posts  

• Billing as PLATINUM Sponsor (including logo) in 
all communications, including: 

o CONVERGENCE Summit postcard and direct mailer 
o CONVERGENCE Summit website (summit.iabcmn.com) 
o CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 event program  

• Recognition by the IABC MN Chapter President at CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 
• Three free registrations to CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 
• Six-foot-long table in the lobby near the registration table from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
• One free use of the CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 mailing list 

 
“You can't afford to miss this event. You 

actually have to come and be a part of the 
energy as well as the actionable 

information. I have a lot of must-do tasks 
on my list now as a result of being here 

today.” 
 

Melissa Gilman 
Land O Lakes 

CONVERGENCE Summit 2018 Attendee 
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SOLD - GOLD SPONSOR – Neuger Networking Reception 

 
Sponsor Opportunity:  
$3,500 sponsorship of the Closing Networking Reception in the Swain room from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Attendees of previous Summits have noted that 
networking is one of the most significant benefits of 
attending the event. The Closing Networking 
Reception will be positioned as an extension of the 
CONVERGENCE Summit and a way for attendees to 
connect and share their learnings from the day. 

The Swain Room is adjacent to the registration area in 
the McNamara. It will be used as one of the break-out 
rooms earlier in the day. With the tabletop / bar 
configuration, the room can comfortably 
accommodate 110 people. 

Sponsor to also provide a significant prize (i.e., iPad, earphones) to use as a drawing at the 
Networking Reception 

Sponsor Benefits:  
• Networking Reception to be named after sponsor 
• Reception will be included as part of the agenda for the day 
• Sponsor name and logo will appear on CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 website 

(summit.iabcmn.com) and in the CONVERGENCE Summit program 
• Recognition by the IABC MN Chapter President at CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 
• Three free registrations to CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 
• Six-foot-long table in the Swain Room during the Networking Reception 
• Ability to collect attendee contact information through a prize drawing 

 

 
“I found some immediate take-aways and 
then some long-term insights to work on 
with colleagues, clients, etc. So, it was a 

good mix of short-term and long-term 
information to chew on.” 

 
Joanne Henry 

Neuger Communications Group 
CONVERGENCE Summit 2018 Attendee 
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SILVER SPONSOR – Lunch Keynote Session 

 
 
So how do successful companies use cause-marketing, advocacy and corporate social 
responsibility to connect with their customers and the community? Our lunch keynote speaker 
and a panel following lunch will address this trend. Lunch will take place with all attendees in 
the Johnson Great room. 

 
Sponsor Opportunity:  
$2,500 sponsorship of Lunch Keynote Session 
 
Sponsor Benefits:  

• Introduce Lunch Keynote Speaker 
• Recognition on CONVERGENCE Summit 

(summit.iabcmn.com) website 
• Recognition by the IABC MN Chapter 

President at CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 
• Two free registrations to CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 
• Six-foot-long table in the lobby near the registration table from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

  

  

 
“I feel it's valuable to have heard about the 

emotional value of brands. We need to 
bring back the heart into our 

communications because the heart is 
where the memories are made.” 

 
Tom Donaghy 

University of Minnesota 
CONVERGENCE Summit 2018 Attendee 
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SILVER SPONSOR – Closing Keynote Session 
Joining us from Boston, the incoming Chair of IABC 
and global consultant, Victoria Dew, SCMP, will wrap 
the day with a lively discussion on fueling your career 
and leadership. 
 
In her motivational presentation, Fuel Your Inner 
Career, she will use her wit, humor and 
communications expertise to encourage participants 
to create an expansive, magnetic mindset that 
propels personal and business success. 
 
Sponsor Opportunity:  
$2,500 sponsorship of Closing Keynote Session 
 
Sponsor Benefits:  

• Introduce Closing Keynote Speaker, Victoria 
Dew 

• Recognition on CONVERGENCE website 
(summit.iabcmn.com) 

• Recognition by the IABC MN Chapter 
President at CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 

• Two free registrations to CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 
• Six-foot-long table in the lobby near the registration table from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 
 
  

 
“It was really thought provoking and I can't 
wait to take what I learned back and make 
some impact. This is an absolutely must-

attend event for communication 
professionals in this area. 

 
Brook Matthiesen 

University of Minnesota 
CONVERGENCE Summit 2018 Attendee 
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BRONZE SPONSOR – Conference Event App 

Sponsor Opportunity:  
$1,500 sponsorship of 
conference event app to facilitate 
engagement among attendees. 
 

• Agenda and Content 
Management 

• Speakers and Sponsors 
• Live Polling 
• Slide Sharing 
• Networking 
• Real-Time Feedback 

 
Sponsor Benefits:  

• Sponsor name and logo will appear prominently 
in the event app 

• Recognition on CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 
website (summit.iabcmn.com) 

• Recognition by the IABC MN Chapter President 
at CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 

• One free registration to CONVERGENCE 
Summit 2019 

 
 

  

 
“Take the day out of the office! This is 

going to be well worth your time. Just the 
content itself is great, but then also the 
connections that you make with your 
colleagues here. Absolutely worth it.” 

 
Vicki Spacko 

Import.io, Chicago 
CONVERGENCE Summit 2018 Attendee 
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SOLD - BRONZE SPONSOR – Print Sponsor – In-kind 
IABC Minnesota will secure an in-kind print sponsor for multiple chapter activities, which will 
also benefit CONVERGENCE Summit 2019. 

CONVERGENCE Sponsor Opportunity:  
Postcards: 4-color, 2-sided, Q: 1,000, early January 2019 | Q:1,000, early July 2019 

Direct Mailer: 8x14 3-fold, 4-color, 2-sided, Q: 1,000, February 2019 

Program: 8.5x11 folded, 12 pages, 2-sided, 4-color, Q: 150, March 2019  

Posters: 3’x4’ foam core, Q: 4, March 2019 

Vinyl Clings: 8”x18” repositionable cling, Q: 7, March 2019  
Sponsor Benefits:  

• Sponsor name and logo will appear prominently on CONVERGENCE print materials 
(postcard, direct mailer, program, posters) 

• Recognition on CONVERGENCE Summit website (summit.iabcmn.com) and the IABC 
Minnesota website (iabcmn.com)  

• Recognition by the IABC MN Chapter President at CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 
• One free registration to CONVERGENCE Summit 2019 
• One free registration to each IABC Minnesota event in 2019 (Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 

 

CONVERGENCE Summit 2018 Committee 


